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Blazing-Star Lodge, May 6, Anno Lucis, 5799. 


Y OTED, That the Right Worſhipful Brother DAX IE. 
Warner, Brother David M'CxIIIESs, and Brother Ax - 
DREW BewzRs, bea Committee to wait on Brother ATue «+ 
TON, and preſent him the thanks of this Lodge for his in- 
genious diſcourſe delivered this day at the Conſecration of 
ſaid Lodge, and deFre of him the favor of a copy for the 


Atteſt, ISAAC Dr La MATHER, Secretary. 


Ir could not be unexpetted, that a cere- 
mony ſo novel, as the inſtallation of a Lodge of 
Maſons, ſhould have excited general attention. 
A ſociety claiming a ſurpriſing antiquity, univerſal 
in its principles and language, and the tenant of 
every clime ; a ſociety, which is flouriſhing in this 
country with a patronage and a luxuriance ever 
accompanying a good ſcion, when planted in a 
ſoil enriched by freedom, and when cheriſhed by 
an air breathing charity and toleratian, muſt be an 
object of curioſity to all thoſe, who from want of 
opportunity, from indifference, or from prejudice, 
are yet ignorant of the objects of its purſuit, and 
of the principles to which it owes its duration. 


THE public are intereſted in all inſtitutions in 
their moral, religious and political tendencies. 
Thus far are they concerned, and thus far have 


their enquiries a claim and a right of indulgence. 
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A ſociety maintaining ſecrecy on any ſubje&, 


which can affect the public welſare, from the ſole 


circumſtance of its myſtery ought to excite ſuſpi- 
cion. Should ſuch an aſſociation become conſid- 
erable enough to attralt the notice of the public 
eye, its perſeverance in ſecrecy would juſtify the 
outſtretching of the arm of government to demol- 
iſh it, as a nuiſance. When it unveils its myſte- 
ries, when it « puts its candle on the top of the 
buſhel, ” mankind will then determine, whether it 
emits a fick ly and poiſonous vapour, or whether 
it beams a ſalutary light. Agreeably to this deci- 
ſion, it will either be frowned into contempt, or 
be favored with the ſmile of indulgence and the 
bleſſing of peace. 


ALTHOUGH maſonry be averſe to a vain and 
oftentatious diſplay of its merits, our book of con- 
ſtitutions, our charges, and other public records, 
which are open to the inſpettion of all, clearly 
demonſtrate, that thoſe things which are retained 
as the ſecrets of the ſociety, ought to give no kind 
of alarm, and are very unimportant to mankind, 
Were it permitted to unveil them, however the 
ſnakes of envy might ſhake and hiſs, all that ſoli- 
citude for their effects, which is founded in a love 
of peace and good will to man, would vaniſh at 
the developement, 
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Aw antient and venerable record copied in the 
reign of King Henry the VIIIth of England from 
a manuſcript of his predeceſſor, King Henry the 
VIth, very juſtly defines the limits between the 
ſecrets of the order and thoſe things which may 
be communicated. When diveſted of its black 
and Gothic letter, and the barbarous dialeQ of the 
age, this record ſays, “that maſons have in all 
ages diſcovered ſuch things as would be uſefal, 
and that they conceal only ſuch things as might 
be abuſed, if they were to come into the poſſeſ- 
ſion of evil minded perſons ; or ſuch as might 
appear frivolous and unmeaning when unaccom- 
panied with the inſtructions which uſually attend 
them in the Lodge; or ſuch things as are neceſ]1- 
ry to diſtinguiſh and charafterize the Fraternity.” 


To animate the brotherhood to the dutics of 
the order, and to gratify, what he conceives to be 
a laudable curioſity in others, would be to the 
ſpeaker a pleafing taſk, could he flatter himſelf, 
that his leiſure and talents have enabled bim to 
Juſtify that partiality which has placed him here, or 
to ſatisfy the expectations of this numerous, this 
reſpeQable aſſembly. 4 


THE grand object of maſonry, is the prome- 
motion of an extenſive benevolence and an uni- 
verſal virtue. Sublervient to this are its every 


: 
* 
þ 
( 


e 


„ 


; 
| 
| 
| 
/ 


principle and fecret. Hence ariſes the neceſſity 
of a univerſal language, which, notwithſtanding the 
confuſion of foreign tongues, and the forbidding 
eſtrangement of cuſtom, draws from the heart of 
a ſtranger the acknowledgment of a brother, with 
all its attendant endearments. The firſt mention; 
in the annals of the craft, made of this univerſal 
language, was when the ſons of Noah; at the build- 
ing of the Tower of Babel, made to themſelves a 
ſign;* previous to their diſperſion by that mitacu- 
lous jargon of ſpeech, which made the mouth of 
every man fpeak a language foreign to the ear of 
his brother. | 


r80M its prime objeQ; the diffuſion of benev- 
olenee, and the reſtoration of brotherhood to man, 
flows alſo its principle to admit of “ no national, 
political, or eccleſiaſtical diſtinctions.“ It is not 
merely that narrow benevolence confined to our 
kindred, our circle, or that relieves objects of im- 
mediate diſtreſs, by the contributions of charity ; 
but it 1s that ſublime benevolence, which riſes ſu- 
perior to national peculiarities and differences in 
politics and religion, breaks down theſe walls of 
partition, by which man has been fancied an ene- 
my to man, teaches him to view mankind as the 
deſcendants of the ſame parent, ſubject to the 
ſame propenſities, expoſed to the ſame wants, and 


* Commonly tranſlated a name ; but the better tranflation is 2 fgn, 
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alike haſtening * to that bourn from whence no 
traveller returns.” And however diverſified by 
education and climate, to view the tenants of all 
regions, as entitled to the offices of kindneſs, and 
to conſider © every good man and true,” of what- 
ever government, country, or religion, every 
man into whoſe breaſt ſcience has ſhed her ſacred 
light, and in whom the latent ſpark of divinity has 
been drawn out into the acknowledgment and 
practice of the religion of nature, as worthy to be 
called by the endearing appellation of brother, and 
to be received into the boſom of a Lodge. 


wiTHOUT the adoption of this generous and 
noble principle, maſonry would be confined to a 
particular party, ſect, or territory. National, po- 
litical and religious diſtinQtions, inſtead of oppo- 


ling no mounds to its influence, would confine and 


limit its expanſion by inſuperable barriers. Lodg- 
es, inſtead of being temples of benevolence, would 
be the nurſeries of prejudice, and every root of 
bitterneſs, Every Lodge would have its cuſtoms, 
its creed, its bill of rights. Hereſies and noncon- 
formity would be the rallying points of the moſt 
inveterate antipathy. Our bright chain of union 
Would become a rope of ſand. The members of 
diſtin Lodges, inflead of cordiality and fellow- 
ſhip, would aſſume towards the members of other 


Lodges, = manners of a ſtranger, and carry the 
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heart of an enemy. © Our houſe would be divi. 
ded againſt itſelf and mult fall.” 


* 


ro this important principle tos, is to be traced 
that great ſecret of the order, which renovates it, 
when in the decline, and which has given it perpet- 
ual life. Empires have riſen, flouriſhed, and are, 
alas! no more; but Maſonry having been once 
eſtabliſhed, has triumphed over the malice of its 
enemies and the ruins of time. 


TAKE from the world theſe bones of eonten- 
tion and what is there left but the ſtrife of love ? 
Private animoſity might ſometimes darken the 
ſcene ; but while the quarrelsof individuals leave 
no laſting traces of devaſtation behind them, pub- 
lic warfare, thoſe diſputes which excite communt- 
ties to engage, inflict wounds on the face of the 
creation, from which ages cannot recover it, and 
produce a ruin in the moral word, which genera- 
tions cannot reclaim. The firlt are like the ſhow- 
ers of Summer, a tree, or a turret may fall; but 
the air is purified, the fields ſmile at returning peace, 
and the ſun beams a brighter ray. The latter is a 
dark, furious, unremitting ſtorm, that in a flood of 
deſtruction, ſweeps away man's beit hopes, himſelf, 
the fruits of his reſearch, and the monuments of 
his labour, that converts a country from a garden 
to a grave-yard, upon whole numerous ruins, as 
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upon fo many tombſtones, we read inſcribed the 


fad memento of its fate. 


NEED it now be proclaimed, that maſonry 
teaches a pure morality, and enforces it by the 
moſt impreflive ceremonies and ſymbols ? Forci— 
bly to impreſs this audience with an idea of that 
morality in the world, and that picty towards a 
Supreme, which we deem eſſential to the character 
of a true and accepted maſon, they need only be 
aſſured, that they are contained in the pages of 
that ſacred volume,* which lies open before us. 
'That from this as the oracle of truth, we learn our 
private, ſocial, civil and religious duties, “ to live 
ſoberly and righteoufly in the world; to do unto 
others, as we would that they ſhould do unto us; 
to render unto Cæſar, that which is Cæſar's, nah 
unto God, that which is God's. : 


PREVIOUS to the bright æra of ſpeculative 
maſonry, which we date in 1715, no perſons were 
admitted into a Lodge, except artiſts in the grand 
ſcience of architeQure, It was then that good 
men and true of all profeſſions, obſerving the mild 
benefits of maſonic fellowſhip, and that it opened 
new ftores of happineſs, by enlarging the ſocial 
feelings of man, knocked at the Lodge door, and 
the benevolence that was within could not refuſe 


kde Bible. 
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them admittance. We do not now aſk whether 
a candidate ever laid a tile, hewed a ſtone, or con- 
truſted a pillar. The enquiries are, does he act 
within the compaſs of temperance ?. Is he ac- 
quainted with the ſweet cement of brotherly love ? 
Does he ſquare his actions to his duties ?, Have 
his affections been led from the contemplation of 
the works of nature to the acknowledgment and 
adoration of the Supreme Architect of the Uni- 
verſe? Does his life exhibit to mankind a fair and 
proportionate edifice founded on the ſolid baſe of 
integrity, and adorned by the beauty of holineſs ?, 
This is the builder whom we Call a MASON. 


sur hark ! Whoſe voice is that which com- 
plains of maſonry becauſe it is gay and cheerful ? 
It is hollow and grating to the ear. His eyes are 
ſunken, and his brows are ſullen. loom and 
chilling damps ſeem to ſurround his perſon. Be- 
nevolence never darted a ray of light through his 
benighted ſoul. Muſic never charmed his ear. 
“The motion of his ſpirits are as dull as night. 
and his affections are as dark as Erebus —Intoxi- 
cated joys, and feſtive riot, are as oppoſed to our 
inſtitution, as they are to innocence, But glad- 
nels of heart we cultivate as a virtue, and eſteem 
a habit of cheerfulneſs as a happy and almoſt a 
neceſlary regimen of the mind. Nature is full of 
her bounties, ſhall we not rejoice ? Shall we re- 


13 
fuſe to catch from the works of God their ſmiling 
harmony ? Shall we love and not be charmed? 
All nature has its gambols, ſhall man alone be with- 
out his gaicty ? Shew us a moroſe man, that de- 
ſerves to be loved for his goodneſs of heart, and 
we will ſhew you a miracle. 1 


AGAIN liſten ! She comes, and there is muſic 
in the air, and the zephrys breath love. Fair de- 
ſcendant of Eye, your enquiries are anticipated. 
Vnbend that frowning brow, it ill becomes you. 
Remember that originally, maſons were a ſociety 
of artiſts, with whoſe ſecrets and toils women had 
as little to do, as men have with female myſte- 
ries. Think not that there is any thing dif. 
ſolute or immoral in our rights. They would 
afford you nothing, that ſhould give to the boſom 
of innocence a ſigh, or to the cheek of modeſty 
a bluſh. Conſider the delicate plant of female 
reputation, that there is a canker worm, that hun- 
gers for its foliage. Permit me to ſuggeſt, that a 
ſecret ſociety, in which the initiated only of both 
ſexes were admitted, though your innocence and 
virtue entitled you to the fame of Diana's vota- 
ries, might yet, in this very uncandid world, afford 
a too delicious banquet for the tongue of ſlander. 
Man, expoſed and hardened in the ſtorms of life, 
becomes inſenſible to the relations in which prov- 
dence has placed him; but woman, more ſecure, 
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and naturally more ſympathetic and religious. 
needs not the aid of adventitious aſſociations, to 
render her benevolence expanſive, or her piety 
warm. Ours are the toils, and yours the benefits, 
Do you find in maſons leſs affe dtionate parents, leſs 
kind brothers, or leſs tender huſhands? Are we 
leſs your admirers, lefs honorable companions, or 
leſs generous protettors ? No, my fair ſiſters; and 
could our wiſhes be realized, we would give you 
in each, if poſhble, a double bleſhng. £cethren ! 


Remember, that female protettion is ſacred to the 


honor of a maſon ; 
And when to you ſhe flies from fear's alarms, 
% Refuſe her not the TTM ZE of your Axus.“ 


WorsniPeuL GRAND MASTER, W ARDENS, AND 
BRETHREN OF THE GRAND Lopct of NEW“ 


IIAMPSHIRE ! 


SUFFER Me In the name of the Blazing-Star 
Lodge, to greet you with the ſalutation of joy, 


of praiſe, of acknowledgment. May your aſſidu- 


ity and devotedneſs to the inſtitution meet with 
the only reward your benevolence and virtue aſks, 
the pleaſure of ſceing their good deeds multiplied. 

We rejoice, that while private aſſociations for the 
deſtruction of government and religion have 
brought ſide way imputations on maſonry, we need 
only point to the Grand Lodge of New-Hamp- 
ſhircy to refute ſo unjuſt an aſperſion. Our order 
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has been tolerated in all governments, becauſe its 
tenets and its practice have ever made it a ſupport 
to the government under which it has been pro- 
tected. No cabal in church or ſtate has ever been 
fomented by maſonry. In whatever country it 
has been an inhabitant, never has it miſplaced a 
fingle ſtone in the temples of their religion, or 
weakened a fingle pillar in the ſheltering edifice 
of government. If we have duties as citizens, 
thole duties are doubly binding upon us as ma— 
ſons ; and although we cannot be reſponſible for 
the wicked effects of other ſecret ſocieties, yet as 
maſons we can and do pledge ourſelves to ſupport 
the government under which we live, and to 
ſtrengthen its wiſe and much envied adminiſtra- 
tion with every energy of our characters. 


BaETREN or THE BiazinG-Srar Lopcr ! 

YOU are congratulated on the opening proſ- 
petts of this day. You are ſet as watchmen over 
a depoſit valuable and ſacred. Preſume not to 
diminiſh or encreaſe the principles, which has pre- 
ſerved to you from the earlieſt dawn of time, the 
tociety in which we mingle in ſellowſhip this day. 
No ſecret inſtitution can juſtify itſelf to the public 
on any other principles, than thoſe of maſonry. 
The diſregard of theſe, or the creeping in of new 
maxims, like the ſerpent in the garden of EJen, 
would beguile your innocence and render you 
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unworthy the ſweet abodes of your peace. In all 
your admiſſions have reſpect to the moral, ſocial, 
and religious character of man; remembering that 
be, who is deficient in bis duties to himſelf, will 
not probably fulfil his other duties ; that he, who 
is without fellow feeling, can be no oraament to 
an inflitution founded in benevolence ; and that 
he, who is without piety, is not the halfof a man. 
Undera ſtri& adherence to our ancient land marks, 
may the conſummation of our wiſhes be ſpeedily 
realized, whenall mankind ſhall exhibit themſelves 
fellow labourers in the craft of love, and members 
of one Grand Lodge of Brotherhood, the canopy of 
heaven its arch and the earth its baſe; and when 
we take the degree of eternity, may there be open- 
ed to us the door of that Lodge, made without 
hands and which is eternal in the heavens. 
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